Uterine contamination in the guinea pig following transcervical uterine monofilament insertion.
The effects of transcervical, intrauterine monofilaments on guinea pig uterine microflora were determined. The results indicated that bacteria were transferred to the uterus during the insertion process, although in sham control animals these bacteria were eradicated within 10 days. In the presence of an intrauterine substrate the bacteria within the uterus persisted for up to 6 months. Electron micrographs showed that bacteria were adhered to the monofilament within a biofilm, although some bacteria were planktonic.